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WASHINGTON--The U.S. House of Representatives today approved a funding
measure which would provide for the nation's agriculture and rural
development needs, according to Rep Kika de la Garza.
The appropriations measure for the U. S. Department of Agriculture
and Related Agencies overwhelmingly passed the U.S. House and would provide
about $45 billion for all agriculture-related functions of the federal
government.
Rep de la Garza said "The fiscal year 1990 money bill
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and its agencies contains
items which will be of direct benefit to South Texas and




Rep de la Garza, noting the importance of water supply in South Texas,
said "Our money bill contains increased levels of federal funding for
loans and grants to build and renovate water supply systems and waste
disposal systems which are critical to rural Texas and America. lI
De la Garza continued, saying "Over the last 13 years, the USDA Farmers
Home Administration has invested some $30 million in expanding the reach
of potable water into South Texas rural areas, including most colonias
which now have water service becasue of this investment, and the increased
levels of federal funds for FY 1990 will be a welcomed addition to our
efforts."
"Our action today, II the Congressman said, "Will help ensure
our compassionate hand extends even further into las colonias so
one day no one will be deprived of clean water to drink and a




"We approved $340,000 for USDA's Agricultural Research Service (ARS)
which will enable us to begin planning for a special Boney bee research
laboratory at existing ARS facilities in Weslaco; and we approved $975,000
for on-going research and development of kenaf fibre and part of these
funds will be used in connection with the big pulp and paper mill planned
for the Valley," de la Garza said.
Congressman de la Garza was especially pleased with approval of $4.5
million for research into aflatoxin which has plagued corn, peanut and
cottonseed crops in areas affected by the current drought. He said
"Aflatoxin is becoming our big headache at the end of the grain season
and we are determined to combat it as best we are able."
The USDA money bill also provides continued healthy levels of funding
for Africanized bee research and control; imported fire ant control; Mexican
fruit fly control and eradication; and eradication efforts for a variety
of animal pests including screwworm, brucellosis and cattle ticks, among
many others.
"The money measure we passed today in the House includes $300,000
to renovate and upgrade the South Texas and East Texas Plant Materials
Centers; the South Texas PMC is vital to the work of cultivating
drought-resistant plants, and we worked vigorously to achieve this victory
for the South Texas PMC in Kingsville," de la Garza said
(more)
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Modest increases were made in feeding programs such as food coupons,
the Temporary Emergency Feed Assistance Program, and the child nutrition
programs which, de 1a Garza said, "Are very important for ensuring a healthy
diet which fosters a healthy adult population, self sufficient and
energetic."
Of the total $45 billion approved in the House for the USDA in fiscal
year 1990, approximately $18 billion will be used for export credit and
promotion programs, commodity loans to producers, direct cash payments
to producers under USDA farm program support formulas, purchasing, storage,
handling and transportation of government-owned commodities; and a number
of other activities related to production adjustment and support.
This appropriations measure now goes
consideration.
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